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REASONS Humbly Offered, for the bringing in © 
BILL, to Encourage Privateers, and to Demonſtrate, 
that ſuch a Bill as is propoſed, will not Evade the Pro- 
hibition A i, any thing,except as to Prige Goods. 


* HE great Reaſon why Prize Goods were not allowed to be Excepted out 
of the Act for prohibiting Trade with France was, becauſe by ſuch an 
Exception, all French Goods would be imported by way of Merchandize 
under the Colour of Prize Goods, and fo the defign ofthe Act Eluded. 

For the preventing which Miſchief, tis propoſed, that upon all Goods taken, and 
brought in as Prize, ſuch a Value may be ſet, as doth not exceed Nine parts in Ten 
of the prime Coſt, which muſt have been paid for them in France, if they had been 
bought there. 

5 for Inſtance, If Burdeaux Claret be worur yl a Ton in France, then let ev 
Ton, that is brought in by way of Prize, be valued ata Tenth partleſs chan 7lwhich 
is 6 1. 65. and let the Nine parts which belong to the Captors be delivered at that 
Pricc, to ſuch Commiſſioners as ſhall be appointed by Their Majeſties for that purpoſe 
and the Commiſſioners to fell it for the beſt advantage of Their Majeſtics. 

And fo let proportionable Rates be ſet upon all other Prize Goods. 

By this means 'twill be next to an impoſſibility, that any Trade ſhould be privately 
carried on with France, under the colour of Prize Goods, for no Merchant will buy 
Wines, or other Goods, in France, and be at the Expence of Shipping them there, 


and allo at the further Charges of fitting out Privateers here, to go and take ſuch 


Ships and Goods, when they are fure they ſhall loſe a Tenth part of their firſt Coſt 
in France, befides all their other Ex 

And the better to prevent any fraudulent Importation of French Goods by way of 
Merchandize, under the Colour of Prize Goods, 'tis propoſed Firſt. 

I. That a Clauſe be added to the Bill that every Captain, Maſter, or other Chiet 
Officer of the Ship, which takes a French Prize, ſhall bring it into ſuch Port, Oc. as 
is next to the place where ſuch Prize was taken, and within 6 Hours after bringing 
the ſame into ſuch next Port &c. to declare to the Chief Magiſtrate of the Port that 
the Veſſel and Goods brought in were taken as Prize. 

II. That the Captain, Maſter, and other Officers of the Ship, be compelled to 
ſwear, that ſuch Veſſels, and goods, fo taken and brought in by them, were really, 
and bona fide taken as Prize. 

III. It any Goods brought in, and ſworn to be Prize, are not really fo, but are 
fraudulently brought in by way of Merchandize ; That in ſuch Cafe the Perſon 
or Perſons, detecting ſuch Fraud, and Convicting the Maſter, or other Officers 
thereof, ſhall have the advantage which the Captors ſhould have hack. 

IV. That after ſuch Prize be brought in, the Captain, Maſter, or any oth ſon, 
ſhall not preſume to land any of the Goods, before the ſame be Condemned;as Prize, 
nor after Condemnation, without Licence from the Commiſſioners. #_ 

V. If any Captain, &c. do not bring in their Prizes to the next Port, (unleſs 
drove to any other Port by ſtreſs of Weather) or refuſe to ſwear, they wage really, 
and bona file taken as Prize, or if they Land any of their Goods othegivite than as 
aforeſaid : In every ſuch Caſe, the Goods to be deemed Imported 
Prohibition Act, and the Goods, and the Captain, Maſter, Officers, 
to be ſubje& to the Penaltics in the ſaid Act mentioned. 

VI. That a Clauſe be added to prevent the Farming,or taking any Grant or Leaſe 
of the Prize Goods or any part thereof, or the profits ariſing thereby. — 
with ſuch other Clauſes as to the great Wiſdom of this Honourable Houſe ſcem 
Neceſſary. | 

By ſuch a Bill, among many other Advantages that will Ariſe to Their Majeſtics 
and the Kingdom, Firſt 

An Addition will be made to Their Majeſties Revenue. 

2. The French Trade will be much ſtrei | 

3. The French Priſoners taken by our Privateers, will be a means to redeem our 
Engliſh Seamen, and others, that are Captives in France. And 

4. Beſides the Addition which will be made to the Number of Seamen, by the 
Redeeming many Mariners from the French Slavery, there will be a conſtant Nurſery 
of Seamen maintained by the Privateers, which rg e ſecurity to be ready u 
any Summons from Their Majeſties, or the Lords of the Admiralty, to ſerve Their 
Majeſties in Their Men of War. 


